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INTRODUCTION

YOU HONOR ME BY ORGANIZING THIS MULTI-SECTORAL CONFERENCE OF THE
PHILIPPINE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY AND BY INVITING ME TO OPEN
YOUR MEETING.

I HAD HOPED TO ADDRESS THIS CONFERENCE CONFIRMED IN OUR VICTORY IN
THE ELECTIONS BY CONGRESS. BUT UNFORTUNATELY, WE MUST MEET HERE LIKE
ELOPING LOVERS, NOT GIVEN YET THEIR PARENTS' BLESSING TO MARRY, ALTHOUGH
CERTAIN OF IT. THE COUNTING GOES ON -- CERTIFICATE BY CERTIFICATE -- BUT AS
SURE AS DAY FOLLOWS NIGHT, THE TRIUMPH OF OUR PEOPLE IN THE ELECTIONS WILL
BE PROCLAIMED.

THE ELECTIONS ARE OVER. THE HOUR OF UNITY SOLIDARITY AND TEAMWORK
IS AT HAND. OUR LABORS WILL SOON INTENSIFY.

TO MANY OF YOU IN THIS CHAMBER, | KNOW I OWE MUCH MORE THAN WORDS
CAN EVER REPAY. AND I MEAN NOT ONLY THOSE WHO SUPPORTED ME, BUT ALL WHO
SHARED THEIR CONCERNS AND INSIGHTS ABOUT THE PROBLEMS OF OUR COUNTRY
DURING THE CAMPAIGN. FORI WILL NOW CONFESS TO YOU THAT I DREW FROM THOSE
INSIGHTS AND CONCERNS IN SHAPING THE PROGRAM I PRESENTED OUR PEOPLE
DURING THE CAMPAIGN. AND I FULLY INTEND TO REDEEM EVERY PROMISE AND EVERY
PLEDGE I MADE.

DURING THE CAMPAIGNI DECLARED MORE THAN ONCE THAT "MORE IMPORTANT
THAN WINNING THE ELECTIONS IS GOVERNING THE NATION."WE HAVE DONE THE FIRST;
NOW IT'S TIME TO DO THE SECOND.

IT IS TIME TO TRANSLATE ALL OUR INSIGHTS, IDEAS AND HOPES INTO A
PRACTICABLE PROGRAM FOR GOVERNING THE COUNTRY.

WITH THE BATTLES DONE, THERE IS ONLY ONE BUSINESS TO ENGAGE US -- AND
THAT IS TO LEAD OUR PEOPLE FROM THE VALLEY OF CRISIS INTO THE SUMMIT OF
STABILITY, RECOVERY AND GROWTH.

WITH THE RHETORICS OF POLITICS LAID TO REST, THE HOUR CALLS US NOW TO
THE EVERYDAY LANGUAGE OF WORK, WORK, AND WORK.
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THERE IS NO TIME TO LOSE. SO MUCH OF WHAT WE HAVE TO DO SHOULD HAVE
BEEN DONE YESTERDAY. SO MANY OF THE BATTLES WE MUST FIGHT SHOULD HAVE
BEEN WON ALREADY BY NOW.

DIALOGUE: REACHING OUT

THIS SENSE OF URGENCY IS APTLY REFLECTED BY THIS CONFERENCE. YOU ARE
REACHING OUTTO ME. I HEARTILY RESPOND AS YOUR APPARENT PRESIDENT ELECT BY
BEING WITH YOU TODAY.

YOUR PRINCIPAL GOAL IS TO COME UP WITH URGENT ACTION PROGRAMS FOR
THE NEW ADMINISTRATION TO CONSIDER. AND I DO NOT DOUBT FOR A MOMENT THAT
YOU WILL NOT REST UNTIL IT IS GIVEN PROPER HEARING BY ME AND THOSE WHO WILL
MAN THE RAMPARTS OF GOVERNMENT WITH ME.

LET ME SAY NOW IN ALL CANDOR AND GRATITUDE, THAT I WELCOME THIS
INITIATIVE ON YOUR PART. I WILL TREASURE THE HELP THAT THIS WILL PROVIDE ME IN
GETTING MY ADMINISTRATION INTO GOOD WORKING ORDER AND IN DESIGNING MY
AGENDA OF GOVERNMENT.

THIS IS CONSISTENT WITH ALL THE EFFORTS I HAVE BEEN LATELY ENGAGED
IN: SEEKING OUT THE COUNSEL OF ALL INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS REGARDLESS
OF POLITICAL SYMPATHIES AND PERSUASIONS.

EMPOWERMENT PERSONIFIED

WE HAVE WITNESSED THE ASCENDANCE OF DIFFERENT FORMS OF
EMPOWERMENT -- THE FARMERS' COOPERATIVE MOVEMENTS IN CENTRAL LUZON, THE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTSIN MUNTINLUPA, THE PEOPLE-BASED ECONOMIC
RECOVERY EFFORTS IN NEGROS OCCIDENTAL, THE LIVELIHOOD PROGRAMS FOR REBEL
RETURNEES IN MINDANAO, THE RISE OF THE POST-EDSA PHENOMENON OF NGO'S AND
PEOPLE'S ORGANIZATIONS.

LET US ALSO PROVIDE FOR THE ELECTRIC EMPOWERMENT OF OUR PEOPLE BY
THE ACCELERATION OF OUR ENERGY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS. THIS IS MOST URGENT
AND CRITICAL.

THERE IS GROWING INITIATIVE TO DIAGNOSE PROBLEMS AND PRESCRIBE
SOLUTIONS ON A COLLECTIVE BASIS. THERE IS INCREASING PRESSURE ON
GOVERNMENT TO BE MORE SENSITIVE TO THE PEOPLE'S ASPIRATIONS AND NEEDS.
HIGH STANDARDS ARE BEING SET FOR PUBLIC PERFORMANCE.

FOR TRULY A PRESIDENT CANNOT GOVERN ALONE. NOR CAN HE TACKLE THE
PROBLEMS OF THE COUNTRY WITH JUST HIMSELF AND HIS TEAM IN HARNESS. WE
NEED EVERY MIND AND EVERY HAND WILLING TO SHARE THE BURDEN.

FOR NOW, LET ME JUST SAY THIS BY WAY OF GUIDING YOUR DISCUSSIONS.

FIRST, YOU MAY BE ASSURED THAT I FULLY RECOGNIZE THE MAGNITUDE OF THE
PROBLEMS WE ARE CONFRONTED WITH. ALTHOUGH THE COUNTRY HAS GOTTEN A LIFT
FROM THE ELECTIONS, AND THE STOCK MARKETS, AN EVEN BIGGER LIFT, YOU AND I
KNOW THAT THE GREATEST STRUGGLES ARE STILL AHEAD OF US. THE NATION IS AT A
DARK HOUR. THERE IS NO QUICK FIX FOR OUR BASIC ILLS.

SECOND, YOU MAY BE ASSURED THAT I WILL PUT TOGETHER AN ADMINISTRATION
THAT WILL FULLY TAKE RESPONSIBILITY AND WILL DO THE JOB. THERE WILL BE NO
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AVERTING OUR FOCUS FROM THE PROBLEMS THAT MUST BE ROOTED OUT AND THE
CONDITIONS THAT MUST BE CHANGED. I WILL BE A HANDS-ON, TAKE CHARGE
PRESIDENT.

THIRD, WE WILL DEFINE OUR NATIONAL GOALS, PRIORITIES, DIRECTIONS AND
STRATEGIES CLEARLY. WE WILL DEAL WITH THE PROBLEMS OF HERE AND NOW, BUT WE
WILL ALSO PROJECT FAR INTO THE FUTURE -- WHAT WE HOPE THIS COUNTRY WILL BE
LIKE AT THE END OF OUR TERM WHEN WE MARK OUR FIRST CENTENNIAL OF NATIONAL
INDEPENDENCE IN 1998 AND EVEN WELL INTO THE 21ST CENTURY. OURS WILL BE AN
ADMINISTRATION JUDGED BY THE ACHIEVEMENT OF TARGETS -- FROM MONTH TO
MONTH AND YEAR TO YEAR.

GOVERNMENT AND BUSINESS: A FRESH RELATIONSHIP

I ENVISION THE CONTINUED AND RAPID DECLINE IN THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT
IN BUSINESS. YOU HAVE PROMINENTLY IDENTIFIED ENERGY AS A PRIORITY PROBLEM,
AND RIGHTLY SO. FOR EXAMPLE, IT WILL BE QUITE NATURAL TO EXPECT THAT PRIVATE
INITIATIVE WILL ASSUME MORE OF THE OWNERSHIP OF THE ENERGY-GENERATING
CAPACITY AND SUPPORT THE RESTRUCTURING AND PRIVATIZATION OF NAPOCOR. IN
THE SAME VEIN, I FORESEE THE CONTINUING PROCESS OF DEVOLUTION,
DECENTRALIZATION, DEREGULATION AND DEMOCRATIZATION.

I HASTEN TO ADD THAT POVERTY ALLEVIATION MUST BE THE OVERWHELMING
CONCERN OF OUR COUNTRY TODAY. POVERTY SHOULD NO LONGER BE THE CONCERN
ONLY OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FREED FROM IT. THE GREATER YOUR FREEDOM
FROM POVERTY, THE GREATER YOUR RESPONSIBILITY OVER IT.

JOB GENERATION, AGRICULTURAL MODERNIZATION, EFFECTIVE AND
PRODUCTIVE LAND USE, INDUSTRIALIZATION, INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AND A
HOST OF RELATED PROGRAMS ARE PART OF POVERTY ALLEVIATION.

OUR IMAGINATION, OUR PURPOSE AND OUR CARING TOGETHER WILL DETERMINE
WHETHER IN THE FIRST 100 DAYS OF MY PRESIDENCY WE SHALL SUCCEED IN
GENERATING A NEW MOMENTUM FOR CHANGE IN OUR COUNTRY -- A MOMENTUM SO
STRONG THAT ALL OUR PEOPLE CANNOT BUT RALLY BEHIND US, A MOMENTUM SO
ENERGETIC THAT WE SHALL NOT BE DENIED THE JUST, PROSPEROUS AND FREE
SOCIETY WE ALL DREAM OF.

AGAIN LET ME SAY TO YOU TODAY THAT I AM TRULY GRATEFUL FOR YOUR
INITIATIVE IN MEETING HERE TODAY, THAT I WILL CHERISH THE PRODUCT OF YOUR
CONFERENCE, AND THAT I FULLY COUNT ON YOUR HELP IN THE BATTLES AHEAD.

THUMBS UP, PHILIPPINE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY!! THUMBS UP,
ALL OF US!!

MABUHAY ANG PILIPINAS!!

MARAMING SALAMAT PO!!
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